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Fall 08 

· ENG 248-01/SPA 248-01: Literature of Brazil 
(Hernandez):T/Th 2-320pm 

· ENG 248-02: Heaven and Hell (Honors) (Salomon): 
MWF 9-950am 

Spring 09  

· ENG 248-02: In the Wake of the Plague (Honors) 
(Robinson and Harris): MWF 10-1050am 

We are happy to welcome all of our new stu-
dents to Russell Sage, both first-year students 
and transfer students. Our Department’s An-
nual Welcome Back Picnic will be held Mon-
day, September 15, at 5pm in Lafayette Court-
yard.  Mark your calendars! 

Welcome New Students! 

Alice Fulton, 
author of the 
new collection 
of “connected 
stories” The 
Nightingales of 
Troy (WW Nor-
ton) will appear 
at Sage as the 
2008-2009 
Carol Anne 

Donahue Poet. Fulton, a 
native of Troy, is an award
-winning poet. She has 
received numerous fellow-
ships and awards for both 
her poetry and short fic-
tion. Fulton currently 
teaches at Cornell Univer-
sity. Join us for a conversa-
tion with Alice Fulton on 
Thursday, October 2, 2008, 
at 7:30pm in Bush Memorial with a reception 
and signing to follow.  

 

Sally McMil-
len, the 
Marilyn Rey-
nolds Babcock 
Professor of 
History at 
Davidson Col-
lege, will give 
a lecture based 

on her new book, Seneca Falls and the Ori-
gins of the Women’s Movement (Oxford UP) 

on Thursday, No-
vember 6, at 7:30pm 
in Bush Memorial 
with a reception and 
signing to follow. 
Professor McMillen 
specializes in South-
ern and women's 
history, with an em-
phasis on the nine-
teenth century. Prof. 
McMillen’s visit is 
being sponsored by 
the Departments of 

English and Modern Languages, History, Law 
and Government, and the Upton Center for                                                           
 Women’s Studies. 

Exciting Speakers on 
the Way 

Lafayette Courtyard and French House Annex 

Dept Special Topics Courses for 
08-09 
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Jackie Redick has 
returned from a suc-
cessful and enriching 
semester abroad, 
studying at the Uni-
versity of Hull in 
England. 

Do you know me? I lived 
in Troy for awhile. Flip to 
page 4 for my identity. 

Elisabeth Spoto (English 10) and Jeni 
Wrightson (Ind. Studies 09) were the 
featured models in Metroland’s Sum-
mer Fashion Preview issue (June 26, 
2008).  
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The New York State Writers Institute invites an exciting 
list of authors to the SUNY Albany campus for workshops 
and readers every semester. Check http://www.albany.edu/
writers-inst/ for the details. The posters for the semester’s 
readings hang in Carriage House opposite Nancy’s office. 
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Becca Robison, founder of Astrotots, a 
science camp for girls aged 4-10, will be 
the speaker at Founder’s Convocation on 
Wednesday, September 24, in Bush Me-
morial. Becca began the organization 
when she was 12. She is currently in her 
second year as an Early College student 
at Weber State in Utah. Becca will be in 
residence at Russell Sage the entire week. 
Visit astrotots.org. 

Dr. Jayne Boisvert will be taking a sab-
batical in the Spring 09 semester. Dr. 
Boisvert will spend the semester in 
France where she will be studying the 
mystery novels of Fred Vargas.  

Ariel  Collins was one of many stu-
dents to present their research at the 
Sage Research Symposium held in 
April 2008. 
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Over 700 million people speak English 
as a foreign language. 1 in 5 Ameri-

cans speak a foreign language at 
home. 

Cassandra Booke (Natural Sciences/ Education 08) 
and Dr. Boisvert sold items at the Haitian Art Fair 
to raise money for Fonkoze, a group dedicated to 
economic support for democracy in Haiti. 

The following RSC students re-
ceived awards at the 2008 Honors 
Convocation: 

Stacy May Hollister: June Joyce 
Herron Award for Excellence in 
English 

Dana Tibbitts: Dr. Virginia L. Rad-
ley Award for English 

Melissa Staalesen: Mary C. Kahl 
Humanities Award 

Melissa McConville: Carriage 
House  English Award 
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The RSC English Program will conduct a series of monthly English 
Colloquies. Attendance at these colloquies is required by all English, 
English/Education majors and English and Writing minors. Pizza and 
soda will be served. The Fall 08 schedule is (all are Wednesdays 12:30-
1:30pm in the Upton Center): 

October 15: Why Study Literature? 
November 12: Is Graduate Study in Your Future? 
December 10: Holiday Party—Looking to Spring 
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Kelley Barnes (English/Ed 
09) was named to the Sage 
Colleges All-Academic First 
Team; she plays basketball. 
Melissa McConville (English 
09) was named to the All-
Academic Second Team; she 
plays softball. Congrats to 
both! 

Carriage House Notes is written and de-
signed by Prof. David A. Salomon to 
whom any questions or comments should 
be directed. Contact him at 518-244-3118 
or salomd@sage.edu. 

08-09 Department Directory 

· Dr. Jayne Boisvert, Modern Languages Program Coordinator (boisvj, x2256, 
French House Annex) 

· Prof. Eileen Fitzsimmons (fitzse, x1702, Albany Campus) 

· Dr. Nicolás Hernández (hernan, 2294, French House Annex) 

· Dr. Tonya McArthur (mcartt, x2406, Carriage House #5) 

· Dr. Shealeen Meaney (meanes, x2404, Carriage House #1) 

· Prof. Kelly A. O’Connor-Salomon, Writing Studio Director (oconnk1, x6890, 
Hart Hall, 2nd Floor) 

· Dean Sharon Robinson (robins, x2466, Hart Hall) 

· Dr. David A. Salomon, Chair, English Program Coordinator (salomd, x3118, 
Carriage House #7) 

· Mrs. Nancy Cumo, Department Secretary (cumon, x2237, Carriage House #2) 

Alums!—We would like to know 
what you’re up to for a future issue 
of the Newsletter. Please contact us 
and let us know what you’re doing. 
Send e-mail to Nancy Cumo at  
cumon@sage.edu. 

When she was here in April 2008 as the 
Carol Anne Donahue Poet, Marilyn 
Chin appeared on WAMC’s RoundTa-
ble with Paul Elisha. 

The Department is more than willing to 
work with students on resumes, job 
applications, graduate school 
applications, and mock interviews. Just 
let your adivsor know you are 
interested. You can get similar 
assistance in the Career Planning Office 
on the second floor of Hart Hall. 
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Noelle Riley (Spanish Dec 08) presented her re-
search on commerce in Santiago de Compostela at 
the National Conferences on Undergraduate Re-
search, held in April 2008 at Salisbury University in 
Maryland. Dr. Hernandez is her advisor.  
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Don’t forget the Writing Studio is avail-
able for any kind of writing assistance. 
Located on the second floor of Hart 
Hall, the Studio has posted hours and 
tutor schedules outside the office. 
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“I shoulda gone to Sage for English 
or Modern Languages” 

The RSC 08-09 Catalog cover fea-
tures Jackie Redick (English 09), 
Dr. Salomon, Stacy May Hollister 
(English 08) and Meridi Myers 
(English minor 08). The photo was 
taken in Dr. Salomon’s office.  
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A group of RSC English majors read poetry to 
residents of the Beverwyck Retirement Commu-
nity in Albany in April 2008 in honor of National 
Poetry Month. Pictured above: Sarah Oboda 
(English 10). Also reading were Stacy May Hol-
lister (English 08) and Samantha Hall (English 
09).  

Major : English 

Hometown: Clifton Park 

High School: Shenendehowa 

Career Goals: Journalism? Editing? 

Why RSC? “My mom heard of Sage from a 
friend who was an alum. I came to visit and 
loved it immediately.” 

Favorite thing about RSC: “The people I’ve 
met. I love the smallness and the community.” 

Favorite activity: Going to the movies at 
Crossgates and dinner at Friendly’s with Sage 
folks.  

Favorite class so far: English 211: Literature 
in English Since 1850 with Dr. McArthur—
loved the Beatles music! 

Favorite thing about Troy: The antique district; I Love; walking with friends to 
Washington Park.  

Why a women’s college? More comfortable and focused on “my future as a 
woman”—it is easier to be yourself in classes with only women. I almost went to 
SUNY-Binghamton. 

Course I’m looking forward to this year: Arthurian Romance 

Favorite TV Show: Lost 

Last Book Read: The Kite Runner 

Place I want to go: New Zealand 

· Lisa DiTuro is teaching 9th and 10th grade 
English at Ballston Spa High School 

· Christine Sonder is teaching at Roessleville 
Elementary in South Colonie 

· Rhianna Weber just returned from study in 
Oxford and a summer in Sweden.  

· Andrea Laurencell completed the MA in Hu-
manities and Social Thought concentrating in 
Literary Cultures at New York University. 

· Erin Mooney completed the MA in Publishing 
at Emerson College in August  07 and is cur-
rently working as an Editorial Assistant at 
MIT Press. 
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Dr. David A. Salomon has been 
named as Russell Sage College’s 
Director of Undergraduate Re-
search. In addition to leading the 
College’s initiatives with NCUR, 
Dr. Salomon heads the new Kath-
leen Donnelly Center for Under-
graduate Research housed on the 
second floor of the library. Stop by 
for help with any research efforts, 
to find out about undergraduate 
conferences and publications, or to 
get advice on presentations and 
posters.  
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The Department of English and Modern Lan-
guages Computer Lab, located in Room #4 of 
Carriage House, has two computers with flat 
screen monitors, and a printer. 
For access, please see Nancy Cumo.  
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Medusa: Community of Writers: President: Melissa 
McConville 

The Russell Sage Review/Laurel Leaves: Co-Editors, 
Melissa McConville and Samantha Hall 

Sigma Tau Delta: The English Honor Society: Presi-
dent, Samantha Hall  

Herman Melville lived at 1st Ave and 114th Street 
in Lansingburgh. Built in 1786, the home is now 
the Lansingburgh Historical Society and is open 
March-November on the 1st and 3rd of the month.  


