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Steven Millhauser, Pultizer Prize winning 
novelist, will give a reading in Bush Memorial 
on Thursday, November 5, at 7:30pm.  
Millhauser’s novel, Martin Dressler, won the 
Pultizer in 1997 and the film The Illusionist is 
based on one of his short stories. His most 
recent work is Dangerous Laughter: Thirteen 
Stories. Join us for a thought-provoking and 
funny evening, followed by a reception and 
book signing at m.o.s.s. books. 

Visit the English  
and Modern Languages website at 

www.sage.edu/english 
Information and Photos! 

Steven Millhauser to 
read at RSC 

Sage is proud to announce new foreign  
language offerings beginning in the Fall 09 
semester. These languages will be taught in a 
new modality, one modeled on an innovative 
program developed at Drake University.  

“SLAP” (Sage Language Acquisition Program) 
invites students to learn and study languages in 
small groups. Students meet with Language 
Partners three times a week to discuss culture, 
language and other issues. The students will 
work with the language instructor via email and 
the internet (also using recorded audio to be 
sent to the instructor), and every student who 
begins this new program will take a 1-credit 
language acquisition strategies course. Fall 
classes are full, but we are accepting applica-
tions to study Italian and Chinese in the Spring 
2010 semester. Visit www.sage.edu/slap for 
more information. 

The major in English has been updated to  
reflect changes in the discipline. The new major 
is current (including courses related to gender, 
the environment, and theory) and offers stu-
dents greater choice in their studies. Every  
student begins the new major with English 190: 
Introduction to English Studies. Visit the  
Department website for more information.  

 

Coming in April:  
The 2010 Carol Ann  

Donahue Poet: Kim Addonozio 

www.kimaddonizio.com 

New Language Offerings and an 
Updated English Major! 

 

Professor Barry Trachtenberg, Assistant  
Professor of Judaic Studies at SUNY-Albany, 
will give a lecture entitled "War, Revolution, 
and the Making of Modern Yiddish.” Profes-
sor Trachtenberg is the author of The Revolu-
tionary Roots of Modern Yiddish, 1903-1917 
(Syracuse UP 2008). The lecture will take 
place Thursday, October 8, at 7:30pm in  
Cowee Hall IV with a reception and book 
signing to follow in m.o.s.s. books.  

Trachtenberg Lecture on Yiddish 

The Department’s Welcome Back Picnic will 
be Monday, September 21, at 5:30pm in the 
Lafayette Courtyard. Please put this on your 
calendar! Current majors, minors, and alums 
are invited to attend. 

June Joyce Herron 
Award:  
June Jacqueline Redick 

The Carriage House 
Award (new plaque in 
Carriage House): Sarah 
Oboda 

Virginia Radley Award: 
Melissa McConville 

Spring 09  
Department 

Awards 

Due to cost issues, the London trip planned for 
May 2010 has been postponed. It is now tenta-
tively scheduled for January 2011. Please con-
tact Dr. McArthur if you are interested.  
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The Russell Sage Review (Laurel Leaves): Editor, Jessy Willette 

Medusa: The Writer’s Community: President, Emily Dimura 

Sigma Tau Delta: President, Sarah Oboda  

Get Involved! Contact these club leaders for details. New 
members are especially welcome.  
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Novelist Elizabeth Brundage will teach 
Creative Writing at RSC in the Spring 
2010 semester. The course will alternate 
year-to-year from a focus on fiction to  
poetry. This year, the focus will be on  
fiction. Brundage is the author of two  
acclaimed novels: The Doctor’s Wife and 
Somebody Else’s Daughter. Her new novel 
will be published in 2010. She gave a  
reading at RSC in April of 2009. 

Dr. Kate Kagan was sworn in as a US Citizen 
on July 31 in the Rensselaer County Court 
House. A native Russian with a PhD in  
Hispanic Language and Literature, Dr. Kagan 
was profiled in the next day’s Troy Record.  
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The highest grossing film of 2009, 
so far, is Harry Potter and the Half 

Blood Prince. 

Please join us on October 21 
for an invigorating talk by 
Dr. Jayne Boisvert. Dr.  
Boisvert will discuss her 
sabbatical semester spent in 
France this past Spring. 
Watch for more details on 
the time and place for the 
talk. Photo at right is of Dr. 
Boisvert in Rousillon.  

The Kathleen A. Donnelly Center for Under-
graduate Research is now open on the 2nd 
floor of the RSC Campus Library. With Dr. 
David A. Salomon as its Director, the Center 
can help students with any aspect of their  
research, from planning to writing, from posters 
to presentations, from proposals to publications.  
RSC English graduate (and current MAT  
student) Ariel Collins serves as the current 
Graduate Assistant. Please stop by!  

Did you know?  

“The Night Before Christ-
mas” was first published 
on December 23, 1823, in 
The Troy Sentinel.  

Kurt Vonnegut lived in 
Schenectady for awhile. 
His recurring main char-
acter, Kilgore Trout, lives 
in Ilium, NY, a fictional 
town based on Troy. 
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· Fall Semester Classes Begin: 
August 31 

· Last Day for Add/Drop: 
September 8 

· Last Day to File for Decem-
ber Graduation: October 1 

· Last Day to Withdraw from 
Fall Course: November 6 

· Last Day of Classes: Decem-
ber 11 

· Spring Semester Classes 
Begin:  January 19 
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Hannah Wade 
wrote a piece on 
RSC’s WORLD 
program for the 
most recent issue 
of Connections, the 
RSC Alumnae 
Magazine. The 
photo at right was 
taken on Hannah’s 
trip to Greece this 
past Spring. 

An assortment of career-related books are now 
available for check-out in Carriage House. The 
books, with titles such as  Spark Your Career 
in Publishing, can be found on the Russell 
Sage Review bookcase on the first floor.  
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SageFest is Saturday,  
September 26! 
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Kari Pedersen: Editorial Assistant for UpToDate (Waltham, MA), a subscription-
based medical resource for clinicians, professionals, students, and patients. 

Melissa Staalesen: Teaching 1st Grade in Guilderland; getting married in June 2010. 

Cara Forest (Baummer): Completed MA in Medieval Studies at University of Con-
necticut; married Christopher Forrest in July 2009; will be teaching English this year 
for the Notre Dame Mission Volunteers through AmeriCorps at St. Martin de Porres 
Academy in New Haven, CT. 

Noelle Cortese: Underwriter for State Farm Insurance; pursuing MS in Information 
Science at SUNY-Albany; engaged this past summer.  

Jennifer Salvaggio: Elementary School Librarian with Albany City School District. 

���������!�+��,-�
Samantha Hall and Ariel Collins presented 
papers at the 23rd Annual National Confer-
ence on Undergraduate Research held in April 
at the University of Wisconsin at LaCrosse. 
Dr. Shealeen Meaney accompanied the nine 
Sage students who attended and presented 
their work. Watch for the Call for Proposals 
for the 24th Annual Conference, to be held in 
April 2010 at the University of Montana. 
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Dr. Salomon’s English 414: Chaucer class took an 
end-of-semester pilgrimage, first stopping at Dean 
Sharon Robinson’s office and concluding with a 
celebratory meal at the local Tabard (i.e., I Love 
NY Pizza). 

There are some truly 
incredible opportu-
nities for study 
abroad. Take advan-
tage of them while 
you can. Your un-
dergraduate years 
are the ideal time to 
go abroad, earn 
credit, and have an 
eye-opening  
cultural and intellectual experience. And you can 
study just about anywhere in the world. It’s not 
as expensive as you might think. Have a look at 
the Sage Study Abroad homepage at 
http://www.sage.edu/current/studyabroad/ 

A new BA in American Studies has been approved by the New York State 
Board of Higher Education. An interdisciplinary program, American Studies 
encompasses English, History, Art, and more.  The program will be coordi-
nated by Dr. Shealeen Meaney. Watch for information and announcements 
regarding this exciting new opportunity.  
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Internships can be a vital part of your education 
and can often lead to a permanent job upon 

graduation.  · ENG 248: Proper Sarcasm: Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf (Honors); 
Dr. McArthur (F 09) 

· SPA 348: Latin American Society and Culture; Dr. Kagan (F 09) 

· ENG 248-01: American Environmental Literautre; Dr. Meaney (Sp 10) 

· ENG 248-02: Perfect Grammar; TBA (Sp 10) 

· ENG 248-03: Post Colonial Literature; Dr. McArthur (Sp 10) 

· SPA 248: 19/20th Century Spanish Novel; Dr. Kagan (Sp 10) 
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Elise Reullier (Chateaubriant, France) 
Ivana Garita (Altomonte, Italy) 
Lara Garrido (Asturias, Spain) 
Cecilia Vargas (Palpala, Argentina ) 
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Carriage House Notes was written and 
designed by Prof. David A. Salomon to 
whom any questions or comments should 
be directed. Contact him at 518-244-3118 
or salomd@sage.edu. 

09-10 Department Directory 

· Dr. Jayne Boisvert, Modern Languages Program Coordinator (boisvj, x2256, 
French House Annex) On Sabbatical Spring 09 

· Dr. Nicolás Hernández (hernan, 2294, French House Annex) On Leave 
Spring 09 

· Dr. Kate Kagan (kagane, x2238, Carriage House #3) 

· Dr. Tonya McArthur (mcartt, x2406, Carriage House #5) 

· Dr. Shealeen Meaney (meanes, x2404, Carriage House #1) 

· Prof. Kelly A. O’Connor-Salomon, Writing Studio Director (oconnk1, 
x6890, Hart Hall 2nd floor). 

· Prof. Penny Perkins (perkip, x2016, Walker Hall) 

· Dr. Sharon Robinson (robins, x2466, Hart Hall) 

· Dr. David A. Salomon, Chair, English Program Coordinator (salomd, x3118, 
Carriage House #7) 

· Mrs. Nancy Cumo, Department Secretary (cumon, x2237, Carriage House) 

Alums!—We would like to know 
what you’re up to for a future issue 
of the Newsletter. Please contact us 
and let us know what you’re doing. 

By the time of her death in 1918, Margaret Olivia Slocum Sage 
had given away $80 million to various organizations and charities. 
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· Dr. Meaney’s article on Nella Larsen will appear in the forthcoming MLA Approaches to Teaching volume on 
Larsen’s novels; she will also present two papers at the 2009 MLA Conference to be held in Philadelphia; her 
panel on self in women’s writing has been accepted for the 2010 NEMLA Conference to be held in Montreal. 

· Dr. Boisvert will give a paper at the Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association Conference on Fred 
Vargas’ short stories.  

· Dr. Salomon is close to completion of his book, The Glossa Ordinaria: Medieval Hypertext, which will be pub-
lished by the University of Wales Press in 2010. 

· Dr. McArthur’s panel on 20th Century British Masculinities has been accepted for the 2010 NEMLA Confer-
ence to be held in Montreal; she is currently working on a manuscript on adventure fiction and Peter Pan. 

· Dr. Kagan is working on two textbooks, one on Latin America and another on learning Spanish culture through 
legend and myth. 

Don’t forget the Writing Studio is available for any kind of 
writing assistance. Located on the second floor of Hart Hall, 
the Studio has posted hours and tutor schedules outside the 
office. The Writing Studio will reopen September 8. To 
make an appointment, call 244-6737 or stop by.  
Visit them on the web at 
sage.edu/rsc/resources/writingstudio 

There is also a wonderful Moodle Writing Studio Resources 
Page. Contact Prof. O’Connor-Salomon, the Director, at 
oconnk1@sage.edu for access. 
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RSC English Alums should join 
the new Facebook group: 
“Russell Sage College Alums.”  
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Dr. Salomon moderated the first Reunion Book 
Club Discussion (about Cat’s Eye by Margaret 
Atwood) at the 2009 RSC Reunion held in June. 

All Spanish majors are cur-
rently being advised by Dr. 
Salomon; if you have any 
questions or concern, please 
contact him at 
salomd@sage.edu. 


