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John Ransom Phillips Online: 
New work, new thoughts and new  
happenings in the life of the artist...

Blogs
A Contemporary Book of the Dead
http://phillipsbookofthedead.blogspot.com
Learn more about John in Egypt, his inspiration for A Contemporary 
Book of the Dead and his life in Luxor...

JRP Studio
http://johnransomphillips.blogspot.com
A window into the daily events and inner workings of artist  
John Ransom Phillips. Keep updated on exhibitions, symposiums  
and other news items... 

Ransoming Mathew Brady
http://ransomingbrady.blogspot.com 
An in-depth look at John’s most recent book, Ransoming Mathew Brady 
that features previously unpublished writings and paintings, as well as 
critical commentary and reviews...

Online Events
Saatchi Online
Vote for your favorite John Ransom Phillips paintings in auction SHOW-
DOWNS on Saatchi Online, “The World’s Interactive Art Gallery”
www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/showdown

Flickr
Browse through a collection of John’s most recent paintings on Flickr 
www.flickr.com

About the artist
John Ransom Phillips 
Is a painter whose work has been exhibited internationally at the David 
and Alfred Smart Museum of Art in Chicago, the Museo de Arte Moderno 
in Buenos Aires, and the Heidi Cho Gallery in New York. He has been a 
faculty member of the University of California at Berkeley, the University 
of Chicago, and Reed College in Portland, Oregon. He has a PhD in the 
History of Culture from the University of Chicago.

Re-Imagining the Civil War: 
Recent Paintings by  
John Ransom Phillips

Includes 50 works ranging 

from large-scale oil painting 

to watercolors related to the 

Civil War. Ransom’s imagery 

is inspired by the life of 19th-

century photographer Mathew 

Brady and the American poet 

Walt Whitman. Alan Trachtenberg, 

in his catalog essay, describes 

Phillips’s paintings as part history 

and part discourse on America, 

with Mathew Brady’s as a central 

figure, like a comic strip figure 

of the American Everyman. 

According to Trachtenberg, “The 

power of the work lies in Phillips’s 

grasp of the role played by the 

many-sided Mathew Brady in the 

mythic history of the nation.”

—Albany Institute of History & Art
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In a series of oils and watercolors, full of wit and wisdom 
and rich with historical allusion, John Ransom Phillips 
portrays the complexity of photographer Mathew Brady. 
Phillips explores the career of the artist who wanted to 
make history: an ambitious half-blind man with blue-
tinted glasses, straw hat, and duster who catapulted his 
subjects into celebrity and is best known today for his epic 
photos of the Civil War. Paradoxically, Brady sent assistants 
to photograph his most famous scenes—the battlefields at 
Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Antietam—instructing them 
to re-arrange and photograph the dead in order to create 
images that would enhance public notions about death and 
dying. Brady himself was unable to handle the chaos and 
disorder of battle. Walt Whitman emerges in the work as 
an antidote to Brady. The wound-dresser and poet repre-
sents the depths of man’s compassion and reminds us all 
that the full story of the Civil War can never be told.

In his book-length essay, “Mathew Brady Ransomed,” his-
torian Alan Trachtenberg helps to shape both the continuity 
and content of the study. Composed in an original mode of 
history painting, Phillips’s oil paintings and watercolors are 
themselves an extraordinary drama: at once comic, lyric, 
and tragic. They rediscover a photographer with imperfect 
vision, a historian who would not or could not gaze on 
the unburied dead of his greatest subject: Mathew Brady, 
American enigma.

John Ransom Phillips is a painter whose work has been 
exhibited internationally at the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, Washington, D.C., the David and Alfred 
Smart Museum of Art in Chicago, the Museo de Arte 
Moderno in Buenos Aires, and the Heidi Cho Gallery in 
New York. He has been a faculty member of the University 
of California at Berkeley, the University of Chicago, and 
Reed College in Portland, Oregon.

Alan Trachtenberg, the Neil Gray, Jr. Professor Emeritus 
of English and American Studies at Yale University, is the 
author of Reading American Photographs: Images as History, 
Mathew Brady to Walker Evans (1989). Among his other 
books are Shades of Hiawatha (2004) and Lincoln’s Smile & 
Other Enigmas (2007). He and John Phillips have begun 
another collaboration on Walt Whitman.

John Ransom Phillips

with Alan Trachtenberg
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National Book Network, Inc.
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Other fine art books by John Ransom Phillips in association with 
Hudson Hills Press:

John Ransom Phillips 
A Contemporary Book of the Dead 
Paintings on papyrus with essays by Zahi Hawass and Wendy Doniger 
328 pages, 309 color plates, $65

Going Forth By Day: Journeys into the Book of the Dead 
Paintings on papyrus by John Ransom Phillips 
182 pages, 110 color plates, $14.95

For more information: 
Hudson Hills Press 
P.O. Box 205, 3556 Main Street 
Manchester, Vermont 05254 
(802) 362 6450 
artbooks@hudsonhills.com 
www.hudsonhills.com

Jacket images: [front] Photographing You, 2006, oil on canvas,  
28 × 26 inches. [back] Dead Confederate soldier, May 18, 1864.  
Library of Congress.

Jacket design by Caroline Jerome
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Prepare yourself for the afterlife 
www.ransomart.net

http://phillipsbookofthedead.blogspot.com
http://johnransomphillips.blogspot.com
http://ransomingbrady.blogspot.com
http://www.flickr.com
mailto:artbooks@hudsonhills.com
http://www.hudsonhills.com
http://www.ransomart.net
http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/yourgallery/artist_profile/John%20Ransom+Phillips/32946.html
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Expand your mind with a complete  
collection of Phillips’ editions.  
Visit amazon.com
A Contemporary Book of the Dead: Paintings on papyrus 
with essays by Zahi Hawass and Wendy Doniger
Hudson Hills Press, 2009

Going Forth by Day: Journeys into the Book of the Dead
Hudson Hills Press, 2009  
The hand-held companion publication to A Contemporary Book of the 
Dead with selections from the series.

Ransoming Mathew Brady: 
John Ransom Phillips with Alan Trachtenberg
Hudson Hills Press, 2010

Bed As Autobiography:  
A Visual Exploration of John Ransom Phillips  
with contributions by Wendy Doniger and Ariel O. Jordan
University of Chicago Press, 2004

news & shows
Searching for Celebrity: 
Recent Paintings by John 
Ransom Phillips
June 4-July 30, 2010 
Reception: Friday, June 4, 5-9pm

Opalka Gallery
The Sage Colleges 
140 New Scotland Avenue 
Albany, NY 12208 
518 292 7742 
www.sage.edu/opalka/

Gallery summer hours (June & 
July) Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm. The 
gallery will be open Saturdays, 
June 5 and June 19, from Noon-
6pm. The gallery and campus are 
closed July 2-5.

Re-Imagining the Civil War: 
Recent Paintings by John 
Ransom Phillips
June 19-October 3, 2010  
Reception: Saturday, June 19, 
Noon-4pm

Albany Institute of History & Art 
125 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12210 
518 463 4478 
www.albanyinstitute.org

Wed–Sat, 10am–5pm 
Sun, Noon–5pm 
Closed to the public on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Major Holidays

JRP Studio staff:
Caroline Jerome 
Design & Content Specialist

Lionel Martinez 
Online Media and Promotion

Laura Sifuentez 
Assistant & Project Coordinator
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Prepare yourself for the afterlife 
www.ransomart.net

http://www.sage.edu/opalka/
http://www.albanyinstitute.org
http://www.ransomart.net
http://www.amazon.com/John-Ransom-Phillips-Contemporary-Book/dp/1555953158/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273853364&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Going-Forth-Day-Journeys-into/dp/0974663115/ref=sr_1_10?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273853424&sr=8-10
http://www.amazon.com/Ransoming-Mathew-Brady-Ransom-Phillips/dp/1555953263/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273853381&sr=8-7
http://www.amazon.com/Bed-As-Autobiography-Exploration-Phillips/dp/0974663107/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273853405&sr=8-9

