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Arthur Caplan PhD is the Drs. William F. and Virginia Connolly Mitty Professor and founding
head of the Division of Medical Ethics at NYU School of Medicine. Previously, he was the Sidney
D. Caplan Professor of Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine,
where he created the Center for Bioethics and the Department of Medical Ethics. He received
his PhD from Columbia University, was a USA Today 2001 “Person of the Year”, and one of the
ten most influential people in America in biotechnology and the ethics of biotechnology. He is a
frequent commentator on bioethics and healthcare and a recipient of numerous prestigious
awards including the National Science Foundation/National Science Board for substantial
contributions to increasing public understanding of science and engineering in the United
States and the Food and Drug Administration’s, Reagan/Udall Foundation, Innovation Award
(2019). During the Covid-19 pandemic, Dr. Caplan has directed an advisory group on sports
and recreation for the US Conference of Mayors; created a working group on coronavirus
vaccine challenge studies; developed an ethical framework for distributing drugs and vaccines
for J&J; helped develop rationing policies for NYU LMC and many other health systems; is a
member of the WHO advisory committee on Covid, ethics and experimental drugs/vaccines;
and helped set policy for WIRB/WCG for research studies. He is an advisor to Moderna and
serves on the NCAA Sports and Covid committee.

Guthrie (Gus) Birkhead, MD, MPH is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Epidemiology
and Biostatistics and Director of the Center for Collaborative HIV Research in Practice and
Policy at the School of Public Health, University at Albany.   Until 2015, he worked at the New
York State Department of Health for 27 years in positions of increasing responsibility.  From
2007 to 2015 he was Deputy Commissioner for all public health programs. He received his MD
from the Yale University School of Medicine and a Masters of Public Health degree from Johns
Hopkins.  He is a graduate of the CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service and Preventive Medicine
Residency programs and is board certified in internal medicine and preventive medicine.   Dr.
Birkhead has served on the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) (2001-2005)
at the CDC and as a member and chair of the National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC)
(2006-2011) at the US Department of Health and Human Services. He is co-author of over 150
publications in the peer-reviewed literature, 2 public health textbooks and 8 book chapters.

Alan Sanders MD is the Chief Medical Officer, Acute Care at St. Peter’s Health Partners,
Albany, NY. and board-certified in both internal medicine and infectious diseases. He received
his medical degree from Albany Medical College and is President-elect of Innovative Health
Alliance of New York (IHANY), and a former physician advisor to the Healthcare Association of
New York State (HANYS) –Antibiotic Stewardship Collaborative and IPRO. Sanders was a sub-
clinical investigator on 7 clinical trials and published 2 abstracts including one on the Diagnosis
of Tuberculosis using PCR Analysis and another on Right Sided Endocarditis with
Cunninghamella Bertholetiae.
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